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Chapter P15

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES
OF GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

P15.01 Intent statement. P15.06 High school equivalency diploma based on attainment of high school

P15.02 Definitions. credits.

P15.03 Eligibility. P15.07 High school equivalency diploma basex post-secondary education.

P15.035 General educational development test. P15.08 High school equivalency diploma based on a foreign diploma or degree.

P15.037 Certificateof general educationdevelopment and high school equiva P15.09 High school equivalency diploma based on completion pfogram
lencydiploma fees. approvedby the state superintendent.

P15.04 Certificate of general educational development.

P15.05 High school equivalency diploma based on passing of the general edu
cationaldevelopment test with additional requirements in citizenship,
health,career awareness and employability skills.

Note: Chapter PI 5 as éxisted on February 29, 1988 was repealed and a new ch&in at testing sites approved by the ssuperintendent and GED
ter PI 5 was created fefctive July 1, 1988. TestingService

(6m) “Graduatedrom high school” for purposes of compul
PI'5.01 Intent statement. (1) Under s.115.29 (4) (a) i5qry attendance under §18.15 (1) (a) Stats., means having

lency diploma to a person who, in tstate superintendesfudg receiveda diploma |nsat|sfact|0_n of school boz_ird requirements
ment, has presented satisfactory evidence of having completedr§e" S. 118.33 Stats., or a high school equivalency diploma
recognized high school course of study or its equivalent; and tHl€rs. 115.29 (4) (a) Stats. o
statesuperintendent may establish the standards by which high(7) “High schoolcredit” means the credit given for successful
schoolgraduation equivalency may be determined. fimpose completionof a school term of study in one course in the high
of the high school equivalency diploma is to provide a credentkghoolgrades thameets daily for a normal class period or the
to adults who did not graduate from high school and are unableefuivalentin time, or a high school level correspondence course,
receivea high school diploma from their school district of resior a high school level coursefefed in a TCS district or college
dence but areable to demonstrate attainment of credits, knowbr university program.

edge,and skills that are equivalent to thostrich would be  (8) “High school diploma” means the diploma granted by a
attainedin a high school prograwf study This chapter sets forth public or private high school to a person who has successfully

criteria for determining that equivalencypased on s118.33  completedthe program of study required by the public school
Stats. the high school graduation standaate] s121.02 (1) (M)  poardor private high school.

Stats., theeducatiorfor employment standard. The age eligibility
requirementsare intended to aigchool districts in serving chil
drenat risk by discouraging youtlisom dropping out of school
to pursue the high school equivalency diploma.

(2) Thischapter also provides for the granting of a certificat
of general educational development to a person adfoeves
passingscores, as determined by the state superintendent, on
generaleducational development test but has not met the addff

(9) “High schoolequivalency diploma” means the diploma
grantedby the state superintendent undetl®.29 (4) (a)Stats.,
andthis chapter

(10) “Post-secondargredit” means the credifiven for sue
essfulcompletion of a course in a college, universityTCS dis
tﬂ% which meetsrequirements for the institutis’ post-
condary certificate, diplomagr associate, bachelors’ or

tional requirements for the high school equivalency diploma. advanc?djegree. _ ) _ _
History: Cr. Register February1988, No. 38pefl. 7-1-88,CR 03-102am. (1) (11) Statesu_pG_rlntend_ent means thasdtbnsin state super
RegisterApril 2004 No. 580eff. 5-1-04. intendentof public instruction.

—_ . . (11m) “Subtest’means one of the 4 content area tests given
P15.02 Definitions. In this chapter: underthe general educational development test.

(1) “Certificate of general educational development” means (11 «“Tcs district” means a technicabllege system district
the certificate granted to a person who has achievpdsaing qioplishedinder $38.02 Stats.

scoreon the general educational development test.

(2) “College” or “university” means an institution which IS the general educational development test.

acqred_lte_don a degree grantmg level by an accredltlng agenCyHistory: Cr. Registey February 1988, No. 38peff. 7-1-88; cr (6m), Register,
whichis listed by the United States department of education aguge 1992, No. 438ef. 7-1-92:cr. (1Lm). (1Lp), Register April, 1995, No. 472¢f.

nationallyrecognized accrediting agency 5-1-95;corrections made under s. 13.93 (Zb))1. and 6.; StatsRegister March,
) . R . 1996, No. 483 CR 03-102 am. (6m) and (9Register April 2004 No. 58C&f.
(3) “Community—-basedbrganization” means a privat®n  5-1-04;EmR1324 emerg. am. (), (1m), eff. 12-27-13CR 13-1L4 am. (6),

profit organization which is representative of a community or (11m)Register June 2014 No. 7Q2ff. 7-1-14.

significant segmendf a community and which provides educa

tional and job training services. P15.03 Eligibility. No person may be granted a high school
(4) “Course” means study which has the fundamental puequivalencydiploma or certificate of general educational devel

posesof developing the knowledge, concepsd skills in a sub  opmentunless that person verifies in writing that he or she:

(11p) “Test” means the entire battery ofBbtests given under

ject; and evaluation of the degree of attainmeithe knowledge, (1) Is a resident of \iéconsin for voting purposes, or has lived
conceptsand skills. in Wisconsin for at least 10 days, or is a migrant woiedefined

(5) “Department’means the \consin department of public in s.103.90 (5) (a)Stats., or is the child of a migrant worker
instruction. (2) Is at least 18 years and 6 months of age, or that the class

(6) “General educational development test” means the tesiith which the person entered grade 9 has graduated from high
developedoy GED sting Service and administerediifiscon-  school.
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Pl 5.03 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 8

(3) Hasnot graduated from high school and is not enrolled in (a) The national norming study conducted by the general edu

any public or private high school. cationaldevelopment testing service of the American counwil
(4) Hascompleted a counseling sessmrsessions provided €ducation.
by a high school, TCS district, community—basegamization, (b) A statewide norming study which shall be conducteteat

college,university psychologist licensedly the department or the statesuperintenders’direction. If a statewide norming study is
departmendf safety and professional services, or a school-coutpnductedall of the following requirements shall be met:
selorlicensed by the department. The sessions isiehiide all of 1. The norming study shall be conducted in collaboration with
the following: the general educational development testing senfitke Ameri

(a) Assessment of the perssmeading level and career inter cancouncil on education or other equivalent, qualified agency
estsand aptitudes. 2. Thenorming study shall include administering the general

(b) Discussionof the options available to the individual®ducational development tests to a representative sample of grad
regardingcompletion of high school, the high school equivalencgﬁ‘t'ngh'gh school seniors in iétonsin. A representative sample
diploma,and the certificate of general educational developmegfia!l b& comparable toigéonsins high school senior population
and the requirementsexpectations, benefits and limitations of/Vith respect to genderace, size of school district and regions of
eachoption. the state.

: . 3. The norming studyesults shall be summarized by the- col
(c) Development of a plan for completion of one of the optio h :
discussedand subsequent activities necessamydd toward an rfgboratmgentlty under subdl. and evaluated bine task force

identified goal, career or occupation. establishedinder SUb(.S)' .
History: Cr. Registes February1988, No. 386ef. 7-1-88; correction in (4) _ (4) The statesuperintendent shall consider the recommenda

(intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., StaRegister March, 1996, No. 483 tions made by the general educationkgvelopment task force
correctionin (4) (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., StRisgister February 2012 agtablishedinder sub(5).

No. 674 . .
(5) The state superintendent shall appoint a task foepee
Pl 5035 General educational development test sentingbusiness, labpeducation interegfroups, students, coun

(1) No person may take the geneealucational development testselors_,teacher_s, and other interested persons to advise the state
unlessthe person is at least 18 years and 6 months of age or$H erintendenin establishing a general educational development

class with which the person entered grade 9 has graduated fiGwjpassing score on each subtes’F._
high school except as follows: (6) Basedon the process specified under s(®), the state

superintendengstablishes the general educational development
Isubtes'and test passing scores. A minimum standard score of no
lessthan 150shall be required on each subtest in the battery of 4

(a) A person who meets the requirements undet 5.03 (1)
(3) and(4) and who is at least 17 yearsagfe may take the genera
educationablevelopment test if one of the following applies:

. . ) - Fubtests. _ _
. 1 _The person Is or haseen 'ncarce_rated In a correctiona History: Cr. RegisteyJune, 1992, No. 43@f. 7-1-92; emag. renum. (intro.),
institutionand has written recommendation of the person respasn (2) to (6), ef. 9-15-94; renum. (intro.) to be (1) (intro.), (2) to (6),Register,
siblefor the educat_lonal program in the cgrrectlonal institution; ﬁg;y é?ggté\‘e%i;‘tgmri h,l1ggé,cf.\1rfitéoanﬂq g;) (;1%1(2?62%6 %%d(eg),sféﬁ'zg—ao gm)

2. The person is enrolled in a federal job corps center program03-102 am. (1) (b) 1., (2), (5) and (Register April 2004 No. 58@f. 4-1-04;
andhas the written recommendation to take the general edugaR1324 emerg. consol. (6) (into.) and (a) and enum. to (6)and am., eff.
tional development test from the person responsisiehe educa o 27 3G (52U 2. &) oo {6 ane.) and (@) and enum. to (8)
tional program in the job corps centekfter July 1, 1992, no per
son may take the GED testnder this subdivision unless the p|5037 Certificate of general educational develop -
programat thejob corps center has been approved undei s. ment and high school equivalency diploma fees.

5.09 or (1) Thestate superintendent shall establish fees for issuing a cer

3. The person provides written verification that he onghe tificate of general educational development or a high school
excused from regular school attendance under&s15 (1) (¢) 2. equivalencydiploma suficient to fund program implementation
Stats. s enrolled in a program approved unde?Is5.09 and has andadministration costs time department under this chapt&he
written permission to take the test from bisher parent or legal statesuperintendent may provide fee exemptions based on finan
guardian. cial need.

(b) 1. A person who meets the requirements und&rs03 (2) If the fee under sulfl) is modified,the department shall
(1) and(4) and who is at least 17 years of age may begin takisgbmitthe proposed fee change to the assembly and senate com
the general educational development tests except thaetfsen  mitteeshaving jurisdiction over kindgartenthrough grade 12
may not take the final test until he or she is eligible as specifigaiblic education for review
undersubd.2. and only if the person is continuously enrolled and Note: GED/HSED fee, fee exemption, and fee reduction information is available
attending a program undecantractedarrangement between thedn e cepartmersuetsite ahiip:fumww.dpistate wi.us/dpidisis/letigedheed himl
local high school of residenand a TCS district or a community—%Tf {A;;;goﬁ”ﬁ,l é‘;?&c_%é{fw e Department of Public Instructior® FBox
basedorganization which leads to a high school equivalency Note: The treatment of &1 5.037first applies to persons applying for a certificate

diplomaand meets the requirements undetl8.15 (1) (c) 2. of general educational development or a high school equivalency diploma on or after
Januaryl, 2004.
Stats. . _ ) History: Emen. ct ef. 1-2-04,CR 03-102cr. Register April 2004 No. 58@f.
2. A person who begins taking the general educational-deveti-o04.

opmenttest under pafa) may take the final test no sooner than

three weeksprior to the end of the semester in which the person Pl 5.04 Certificate of general educational develop -

turns18 years of age or 3 weeks prior to the graduation date of thent. The state superintendent shall grant a certificate of general

classin which the person entered grade 9. educationatlevelopment to a person who meets the requirements
(2) Thestate superintendent shall deterrrtine general edu unders.PI 5.03and completes the general educational develop

cational development test passing scame each subtest. The menttest with a passingcore on each subtest as determined by

scorefor each subtest shall be set at or akibreeminimum stan the state superintendent.

: : - History: Cr. Registey February1988, No. 386eff. 7-1-88; emay. cr. 1. a., €ff
dardestablished by the general educational developtestihg 4_18_89)}_ and ,BC, (2“; (b) 2,,Ryegiste]’ oaobﬁ? 1989, No. 4ogjeﬂ. 11-1-89;

serviceof the American council on education. renum.(1) to be PI 5.04, (2),Register June, 1992, No. 438f. 7-1-92; emeg. am.

: eff. 1-2-04;,CR 03-102am.Register April 200MNo. 58Q ef.. 5-1-04;EmR1324

(3) The sub_test and test scorestabllshed under suf2) may emerg. am., eff. 12-27-13CR 13-114: am. Register June 2014 No. 7Q2ff.
be based on either of the following: 7-1-14.
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9 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION Pl 5.09

P15.05 High school equivalency diploma based on least22 high school credits, including at least 4 in English or-com
passing of the general educational development test munications3 in social studies, including citizenship; 2 in mathe
with additional requirements in citizenship, health,  matics;2 in science; and 0.5 in health.

career awareness and employability skills. (1) The state  (2) Post-secondargredits shall be accepted by the state
superintendenshall grant a high school equivalency diploma tg@uperintendenin meeting the requirements under s(b. A
a person who meets the requirements &l $.03and all of the post-secondargourse whictgrants 3 semester credits or 4 guar
following: ter credits is equivalent to one high school credit.

_(a) Has completed the general educational development tes{3) The applicant shall provide certified transcripts from pub
with a passing score on each subtest as determined by the @i privatehigh schools, TCS districts, colleges, or universities

superintendent. to document completion of the credits.
(b) 1. Has successfully completed 0.5 high school credit inNote: Persons who meet the requirements of this section may be eligibleigbr a
healthunder s118.33 (1) (a) Stats.: or schooldiploma and should contact their school district of residence to determine if

. theymeet the school board requirements for the school district high school diploma.
2. Has successfully completed a course in health approved byjfistory:  Cr. RegisterFebruary 1988, No. 386efi, 7-1-88; corrections in (3)
the state superintendent. A course may be approved if it is tauglatieunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., StaRegistey March, 1996, No. 483
by a person who is licensed by the department or the state TCS
boardto teach health or health occupations, aritliifcludes at PI15.07 High school equivalency diploma based on
least30 hours of instruction in mental and emotional, persongipst-secondary education. The state superintendent shall

family, community and environmental health; or granta high school equivalency diploma to a person who meets
3. Has received passing score on a test in health adminiéhe requirementf s. Pl 5.03and has earned at least 24 post-
teredby the state superintendent. secondarysemester credits or 32 post—secondary quarter credits,

ifﬁcluding credit ineach subject in which the person did not eom
plete the high school credits required underl$8.33 (1) (&)
Stats.,except physical education. Only post-secondary credit
be counted in meeting the credits required undes#agon.
applicant shall provide certified transcripts franpublic or

(c) 1. Has successfully completed 3 high school credits
socialstudies under 418.33 (1) (a) Stats.; or

2. Has successfully completed a course citizenship
approvedby the state superintendent. A course may be approdﬁﬁg
if it is taught by a person who is licendegithe department or the _ . : : :
stateTCS board to teach social studies and if it includes at |e§§%z§g(hll??aicgfa(;!stpgnodc:‘Jrrg;n(t:é:lcl)emgftlﬁgi\?ér;?gglsr%rrrﬁgt; ggss.
30 hours of instruction ithe forms, funding and function of local, : iy ges,

h 1o o ricts to document completion of the post-secondary credits.
stateand national government; principles of constltutlonal-gm} istory: Cr Register February 1988, No.386 ef. 7-1-88: correction made

ernment;federalism; basic rights and responsibilities of citizeninders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., StatRegister March, 1996, No. 483
ship, including ways to participate in the political process; and

influenceof government on the economy; or P15.08 High school equivalency diploma based on
3. Has received a passing score on a test in citizenship-adnaifioreign diploma or degree.  The state superintendent shall
isteredby the state superintendent. granta high school equivalency diploma to a person who meets

(d) Has attained employabilitgkills, including skills in job therequirements of £21 5.03and all of the following:
seeking applying for work, retaining a job, and self-development (1) Presentsa high school diploma&r the equivalent or a
andawareness skillsThe applicant shall provide written verifica degreefrom an institution of higher learning earned in another
tion of attainment of these skills from a high school, Td&Srict, countryand a certified transcript attesting to the completichef
community—basedmanization, college, universjtgsychologist programof study required for thdiploma or degree. If the tran
licensedby the department or by the departmergadéty and pro  scriptis not in English, the applicant shall also provide a certified
fessionalservices, or a school counselor licensed byd#iqgart  translation.

ment. This requirement shall be waived farperson who is 55 (2) |s a United States citizen or meets both of the following
yearsof age or older at his or her written request. requirements:

~ (e) Has completed instruction in career awareness, including(a) Documents that he or she is able to speak, read and write
instructionin setting short-term and long-term career goals. TRgrdsin ordinary usage in the English language as required for
applicantshall provide written verification afompletion of the United States citizenship underusc 1423
instructionfrom a high school, TCS distriatommunity-based ) a5 successfully completed a course in citizenship
organizationcollege, universityor psychologist licensed by the 51,56 echy thestate superintendent; has received a passing score
departmenor by the departmenf safety and professional servi 55 test in citizenshipdministered by the state superintendent:
ces, or a school counselor licensed by the department. TS jocuments that he or she has satisfied the requirement for
requiremenshall be waived for a person who is 55 years of ageq\yjedgeof United States history and forms of government
or older at his or her written request. _ requiredfor United States citizenship und@tJSC 1423

(2) Notwithstandings. Pl 5.03 (2) the state superintendent History: Cr. Register February1988, No. 386ef. 7-1-88.
may grant a high school equivalency diploma to a person who
meets the requirements undeP$.5.035 (1) (b)and all of the P15.09 High school equivalency diploma based on
requirementaunder this section. The high school equivalenayompletion of a program approved by the state superin -
diplomamay be granted no sooner thathatend of the semestertendent. (1) A TCS district, college, universitgommunity—
in which he or she takes the final general educational developmeaéedorganization, federal job corps center or the department of
testunder sPI 5.035 (1) (b) 2. correctionsmay submit a plan to thetate superintendent request
ety 108 NG, 300 o ok o onum 19 be 01 ing approval of a program for determining high school equiva
Eb%’s., gltats’.’RLejgisterMércH, 1996; No. 48$orrections in (2) made under é. 13£.93 ency. The F_’rogram shall be des@ned to_determlne whether a per
(2m) (b) 7., StatsRegister October 2001 No. §%meg. am. (1) (a), éf1-2-04; son hasattained the knowledge and skills generally associated

CR03-102 am. (1) (aRegister April 2004 No. 58@f. 4-1-04; corrections in (1) i i i 3 i ili i
(d) and (e) made under s. 13.92 (@) 6., StatsRegister February 2012 No. §BR with graduation from high schodhcluding employability skills,

13-114 am. (1) (a)Register June 2014 No. 702ff. 7-1-14. careerawareness, citizenshignd each of the subject areas under
s.118.33 (1) (a)Stats., except physical education. The plan shall
PI15.06 High school equivalency diploma based on includeall of the following:

attainment of high school credits. (1) The state superinten (a) A description of any courses, training, and counseling
dentshallgrant a high school equivalency diploma to a persawhich will be included in the proposgatogram, including the
who meets the requirements offd. 5.03and has completed at numberof hours of instructional time, if any; and a description of
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Pl 5.09 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 10

the methods of evaluation or assessment that willdsel to deter sons for disapproval shall be specified in the written disapproval.

mine the persors knowledge and skills. An agency under sulfl) which has been denied approval may
(b) Thequalifications of the professional stafiembers who Wwithin 30 days of receipt of the written disapproval:

will be involved in the program. 1. Resubmit the application with additional information or
(c) A description of any groups, such as older adults, minofnodificationsin the proposed program,, or

ties, displaced homemakers or displaced workstsch might be 2. Request, in writing, a review of the disapproval and an

effectively served by the proposed program, and a descriptionagportunityto meet with the department concerning the reasons

how the program will meet the special needs of these groups.for disapproval. If a request is made under this subdivision, the
(d) A plan for evaluating the proposed program to determigepartmenshall grant the request and shall isaufimal decision

its effectiveness in assessing high school equivalency in writing following the review and any requested meeting.

(2) (a) The state superintendent may approve the program for(3) The state superintendent shall grant a high school equiva
aninitial period of time not to exceed one yeaht the end of the lencydiploma to a person who meets the requirementRdfs03
initial approval period, if the state superintendent determines tlaaid provides written verification that he she has satisfactorily
the program has successfully measured attainment of high scheminpleted an approved program under this section.
equivalencyas describeth sub.(1) (intro.) he or she may grant Note: The department will maintainlsting of general educational development
continuingapproval, subject to annual reviewkhe state supern testingsites and of programs which meké requirements of this chapt&he list

: ! . . ay be obtained at no chge by writing to the Department of Publitstruction,
tendentm‘r"y withdraw approval of a p_rogram a_t any t!me* if th%livision for Instructional Services, 128outh Vbster Street,®. Box 7841, Madi
programdoes not meet all of the requirementshié section and son,wi 53707-7841.

of the approved plan. History: Cr. Register February1988, No. 38geff. 7-1-88; am. (1) (intro.Reg-

. . ister, October 1989, No. 406ef. 11-1-89;am. (1) (intro.)Register June, 1992, No.
(b) The state superintendent shall approve or disapfiheve ;35 7-1-92: correction iif1) (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., StRisg-

applicationin writing. If the application is not approved, the-reaister, March, 1996, No. 483
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